LITURGY OF THE WORD
THE LAST SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY:
FEBRUARY 14, 2021

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
Louisville, Kentucky

The Last Sunday after the Epiphany

Liturgy of the Word, Rite II

The Voluntary is time for Quiet Meditation and Prayer.
Organ Voluntary:

Variations on ‘Fairest Lord Jesus’

James Woodman

THE ENTRANCE RITE
Opening Hymn 129

Christ Upon the Mountain Peak

Mowsley

Salutation and Collect for Purity
BCP 355
Officiant: Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit
People: And blessed be His Kingdom, now and forever. Amen.
Officiant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
People: Amen.

Gloria in Excelsis: (Hymnal S280)

Robert Powell

The Collect of the Day
BCP 355
Officiant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Officiant: Let us pray.
O God, who before the passion of your only-begotten Son revealed
his glory upon the holy mountain: Grant to us that we, beholding by
faith the light of his countenance, may be strengthened to bear our
cross, and be changed into his likeness from glory to glory; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
People: Amen.
THE WORD OF GOD
The Old Testament: 2 Kings 2:1-12
When the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and
Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for
the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and as
you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. The company
of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know
that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I
know; keep silent.”
Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he
said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came
to Jericho. The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and
said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take your master away from
you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.”
Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But
he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two
of them went on. Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at
some distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. Then Elijah
took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the
one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground.
When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you,
before I am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of
your spirit.” He responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am
being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” As they continued
walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them,
and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. Elisha kept watching and crying
out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no
longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces.
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 50:1-6 (Said by all)
1 The LORD, the God of gods, has spoken; *
he has called the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting.
2 Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, *
God reveals himself in glory.
3 Our God will come and will not keep silence; *
before him there is a consuming flame,
and round about him a raging storm.
4 He calls the heavens and the earth from above *
to witness the judgment of his people.
5 “Gather before me my loyal followers, *
those who have made a covenant with me
and sealed it with sacrifice.”
6 Let the heavens declare the rightness of his cause; *
for God himself is judge.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Epistle: 2 Corinthians 4:3-6
Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case
the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from
seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For we
do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your
slaves for Jesus’ sake. For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,”
who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in
the face of Jesus Christ.
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn 137

O Wondrous Type! O Vision Fair

Wareham

The Gospel: Mark 9:2-9
Gospeler: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
People: Glory to You, Lord Christ.
Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain
apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes became
dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. And there appeared to
them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus,
“Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for
Moses, and one for Elijah.” He did not know what to say, for they were terrified.
Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is
my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” Suddenly when they looked around, they saw
no one with them any more, but only Jesus.

As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about
what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.
Gospeler: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Homily:

The Reverend Candyce Loescher

The Nicene Creed (Said by all standing)
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

BCP 358

The Prayers of the People, Form IV
BCP 388
Intercessor: Let us pray for the Church and for the world. Grant, Almighty God,
that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live
together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. Lord, in your
mercy,
People: Hear our prayer.
Intercessor: Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of
justice and peace; that we may honor one another and serve the
common good.
Lord, in your mercy,
People: Hear our prayer.
Intercessor: Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may
use its resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and
glory. Lord, in your mercy,
People: Hear our prayer.
Intercessor: Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may
serve Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us.
Lord, in your mercy,
People: Hear our prayer.
Intercessor: Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give
them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of
your salvation.
Lord, in your mercy,
People: Hear our prayer.
Intercessor: We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them
may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in
your eternal kingdom.
Lord, in your mercy,
People: Hear our prayer.
Officiant: Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, “Peace I give to you; my
own peace I leave with you:” Regard not our sins, but the faith of your
Church, and give to us the peace and unity of that heavenly City, where
with the Father and the Holy Spirit you live and reign, now and for
ever.
People: Amen.

The Confession of Sin & Absolution
BCP 360
Officiant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we
humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Officiant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
People: Amen.
The Peace:
Officiant: In these troubled times it is difficult to pass the peace of Christ safely,
yet it is all the more needed. If you are worshiping with loved ones, I
invite you to extend your hand to them saying, “The peace of Christ be
with you.” If you are by yourself, I invite you to pray for your neighbor
to your left; the neighbor to your right; the neighbor across from you;
the neighbor behind you; your neighbor who is most in need. The
peace of Christ be with you all.
People: And also with you.
Welcome & Announcements
Anthem at the Offertory: Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies
R.E. Lee
Christ, whose glory fills the skies, Christ, the true, the only Light,
Sun of Righteousness, arise, triumph o’er the shades of night;
Dayspring from on high, be near; Day-star, in my heart appear.
Dark and cheerless is the morn unaccompanied by Thee;
Joyless is the day’s return till Thy mercy’s beams I see;
Till they inward light impart, glad my eyes, and warm my heart.
Visit then this soul of mine, pierce the gloom of sin and grief;
Fill me, Radiancy divine, scatter all my unbelief;
More and more Thyself display, shining to the perfect day.
Soloist: Emma Stivers

A Prayer in the Absence of the Great Thanksgiving
Officiant: Let us pray.
Lord, you have taught us to seek you and to find you in the bread
and the wine of your table; season after season we have returned
to you there. But now we are living in a season of isolation: from
one another, from the lives we have known, and even from the
community of your table. And so, we lament:
People: Turn to me and have mercy, for I am lonely and oppressed.
Hear my prayer and my cry; be not silent at my tears.
Officiant: For surely, Lord, we are not alone. Formed in your image, you met
us through your Christ—in the womb of Mary, beside the sea, at
Golgotha, and in every tomb. Through the mystery of his death
and resurrection, we are now one with you. In our days, as with a
mother’s milk, you have been forming our bodies to become your
body, through the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Our
flesh is now yours, shaped for these days in which we are living.
People: Nourished by Christ, teach us also to be broken with Christ and
shared with this hungering world.
Officiant: Soften our hearts and strengthen our resolve. Meet us on the road
and open our eyes to see afresh the abundance of your grace, alive
and at hand throughout your sacred and hurting world, through
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
People: Amen.
Officiant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Officiant: Let us pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
Blessing

Closing Hymn 460

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus

Hyfrydol

Dismissal
Officiant: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Organ Voluntary:

Trumpet Tune

Robert Lau
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